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Parenthood and Race Culture. By C. W. Saleeby,
M. D. Publishers, Moffat, Yard & Co., New
York.

To what extent the physician should be interested
and study those subjects which are but indirectly
a part of his "private practise" is a question which
must be det-ermined by himself.!m"We admit that his
work is pYiA4arily to care for t1Ai&slck when afflicted

,-with s-%ntndread disease; secAidarily, he studies
hygiene[ avi'it would seem that upon this branch
the phgslciaxr of the next generation will place
more d6penaince.
Associated with hygiene and but a step from it

is "eugenics," which is the science of race culture,
and the first attempts to define its general principles
as a whole has been issued in "Parenthood and Race
Culture," by Dr. Caleb W. Saleeby (London, 1909).
He starts with the basic assumption that "there is
no wealth but life" and upon these words of Ruskin
develops his subject, emphasizing the importance
of heredity and education, the part played by
alcohol and tobacco in the production of physical
unfitness, and dwelling especially on the possibility
of selection through marriage. He would not have
us think that the eugenist is only concerned in the
production of the physical fit, and in the chapter on
"The Selection of Mind" lays stress on the fact
that the mind has been the principal means of
changing our relative position to our simian fore-
bears.

"Physical eugenics can by no means be ignored;
but . . . the physical is of worth only in so
far as it serves the psychical and is worse than
worthless in so far as it does not." He quotes
freely from the words of Francis Galton, who has
written so extensively on the subject and gives in
detail the books which can be used by those de-
sirous of extending their knowledge. To review a
book of this character as it should be done demands
an acquaintance with everything it dwells upon,
which I do not possess and which ignorance I, no
doubt, share with the majority of the profession.
However, now that the several states have taken
legal action toward the regulation of marriage by
forbidding alliances among the criminals, paupers
and feeble-minded, and as in Indiana provision is
made for the sterilization of its confirmed criminals,
imbeciles and rapists, it would seem that the time
has come for every physician to study carefully this
new science, and as guardians of the public- health
to spread, as we best of all professions can do, that
knowledge which will lend to prolong life and in-
crease human endeavor.
To those of the profession who have but a ma-

terialist view of their work the book will not appeal
as it has nothing for them, yet, everyone who feels
that the limit of human perfection has still to be
reached will be deeply interested in its pages and
who, with Dr. Saleeby, believe that "there are many
events in the womb of time which will be delivered,
and the fairest of her sons and daughters are yet to
be." G. H. R.

A Text Book of Surgery. George Emerson Brew-
er, M. D. Lea & Febiger, New York and Phil-
adelphia.

This volume is a fair example of publishers' not
infrequent attempts to foster upon unsuspecting stu-
dents a mass of old material in patched attire. Too
much has been added to our knowledge since the
first edition of this work to justify the mere adding
of a few plates or an occasional page, and we are
prone to attribute to the undue haste of incompetent
collaborators this second edition. D. T.

APPEAL TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION
OF THE WEST AND SOUTH.

Up to the present'time there has not been a con-
certed effort made to collect and preserve historical
data in regard to 'the origin, evolution and per-
sonnel of our profession in this part of our country.
The result of this delinquency has been the total loss
of much material that should have been preserved,.
especially pertaining to medical schools and so-
cieties, and biographical matter in connection with
the practitioners and teachers of medicine of by-gone
days. A good deal of material of this character is.
still obtainable if a systematic effort is made to lo-
cate and preserve it. It is in the possession of in-
dividuals, families and private libraries and will
eventually be lost. The Western Association for the
Preservation of 'Medical Records was organized in
May, 1909, for the purpose of collecting the historical
and biographical records of the profession of the
West and South. We wish to preserve anything
and everything pertaining to western medicine and
medical men and are anxious to enlist the active help,
and support of every member of the profession whoc
is in sympathy with our aims. We want every one
to become associated and identified with the work
of our association. There are no fees or obligations
of any kind. We have made arrangements with the
Lloyd Library, Cincinnati, O., for the proper hous-
ing of the material collected. The latter will be sys-
tematically arranged, catalogued and properly pre-
served, so that it can be made available for research
work. We are particularly anxious to obtain:

1. Medical' Journals published in the West andc
South prior to 1880;

2. Medical books and pamphlets writte'n or pub-
lished in the West;

3. Manuscripts and autographs of early physi-
cians;

4. Old diplomas and other documents of a medi-
cal character;

'5. Proceedings of medical societies;
6. Reports of hospitals and other medical insti-

tutions;
7. Catalogues and announcements of western and

southern medical colleges of all "schools";
8. Biographies and portraits of western phy-

sicians;
9. Information and material of any kind pertain-

ing to medicine and medical men and affairs in the
West and South.

10. Curios of a medico-historical character.
All contributions should be sent in care of the

librarian. In view of the fact that we are performing
a labor of love and have no funds, our friends wilt
readily understand why all contributions sent by ex--
press or freight should be prepaid, so that no ex-
pense may accrue to the association. The necessary
expenses of the association are at present being met
by voluntary contributions of its organizers.
May we not count upon your active help and sup-

port? We would like to hear from every member
of the profession who is interested in the proposed
work.

A. G. DRURY, M. D., Librarian,
710 W. Eighth St., Cinci'nnati, 0.

C. A. L. REED, M. D., Chairman.
OTTO JUETTNER, M. D.,'Secretary..

RESIGNED.
Spurgeon, Franklin, Chico.

DEATHS.
Jones, M. S., Santa Ana; Younger, Alex. J., of'

San Francisco, died at Sydney, N. S. W., i'n Sydney
Hospital, 1907; Harkness, Geo,. S., Stockton, Cal.;-
Gilreath, M. A., Selma, Cal.


